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ravelista

Wander woman Maria Shollenbarger fast-tracks
international intelligence on where to be and what to see.

% The resounding success of Sir
Terence Conran’s Boundary Restaurant,
Rooms & Rooftop in Shoreditch was
inevitably going to occasion the arrival of
other buzzy hotels to the farther reaches - : ; )
of EAST LONDON. Here's the first to the seven-
give it a run for its money: Town Hall Hotel & Apartments (wuww.townhalthotel.com; from el
£204) debuts at the end of this month in Bethnal Green, in a defunct 1930s civil building  cose.ioo et
with a painstakingly restored neoclassical and Edwardian frontage, and interiors Pt
reconfigured to house 98 studios and apartments sparsely and tastefully furnished with
original contemporary Scandinavian pieces. The jewel in Town Hall's crown promises to
be its restaurant, Viajante, which will feature
local chef Nuno Mendes (who has been
delighting intrepid foodies for the past year
at The Loft, his private dining club on
Kingsland Road) at the helm.

% MILAN, too, has seen the gentrification
of edgy neighbourhoods, such as Tortona,
in part as a result of the annual Salone
Internazionale del Mobile (April 14-1%; wuww,
cosmit.it). The iconoclastic designers who've
popularised the Fair have a provocative new
place to stay: Maison Moschino (uww.hotel
philosophy.com; doubles from €484) is housed
in an 1840s train station on the Viale Monte

Grappa, with 65 rooms and suites designed in
mscimsinMilnis  firm keeping with fashion designer Franco Moschino's surrealist-absurdist aesthetic. Beds
setiondegne. 7€ upholstered in swathes of crinoline like extravagant ball gowns, and birch trees grow
Feasto Masdhing. from floor to ceiling in fantastical canopies. Should a respite from

the swell of Fair attendees prove necessary, an 18th-century villa
on the shores of LAKE COMO has just become available to let.
Villa Giuseppina (www.sjvillos.co.ul; €3,570 per person per weelk,
based on a group of I14) sits on the lake’s western shore overlooking
the town of Bellagio. Seven bedrooms, two large living rooms. a
dedicated family floor and a discrete spa and sauna are all the
work of the design team at Etro. Theres also a Riva yacht and a
host in the form of Silvano Giraldin, former maitre d' and
manager at Le Gavroche in London.

+ In ISTANBUL, meanwhile, a hotel with history to spare
is making a conspicuous comeback. Pera Palace (www.pera
palace.com; fram €250}, built in 1892 as a (very luxe) way station for passengers on the
Orient-Express, will veopen on the 30th of this month with its unique-to-Istanbul hybrid
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|.i':: art dl'.':\.'l:l. Art noveand,
neoclassical and Ottoman
flewrrishes Fally restored.
It rernains 1o be seen whether it
can compete at the level
of the Cirsgan Palace o
the Four Seasons F!-::o;pl:lrlru:-;.
bt s location in Beyoglu - an
aledrc mix rLE':,s-c:lltil.lm-e-:. Cabds
and |l’HII'i_[1."'.‘I =il i'.|:-:'.:||:|nu-::r|
with the adel gritty kebaly stamd
is assuredly its calling card.
b+ Thare has been
“conspicuous comeback” in the

"h""",‘;": air bora couple af pears now in ACAPULCD, which in yowr resther's day far sure pagsed
wmwe S bath the Costa Careyes and the Riviera Maya for plameur {now climidng oul of the louchs:
e oo Hectine into which it <lid for the better part of the 1980s and 1990<), In a noteworthy vote
Lt of confidence, Banyan Tree Cabo Marquis (www banyantree.com; from $762) apened

snime tan weeks A just at the ml!_-'.\:.' of e, The
all-villa yescrt replicates the model that's served

it a0 well on the Riviera Maya - narely a
pltcieperfect marriage of austerely elegant Asian
r_|:;'5.|!5_|'| and hrm-_;a-il.'ll'.l_'_.' stanekards with the
warnith and colour thae bepify Mesico,

o Those for whom a destinations coolness
cuistient fxbls seprarely onder the "Couldn't Care
Less" heading rukght preter the American West
with its perennially aggealing assers of space,
clean adr and preajestic nature Ii MIONTABA, all
are exploited to the Fullest 2t The Ranch at Rock
Creek Jwusilthoninchatrcloreel cong from 5825 per
persm s.hrelfl:-;._fl.:il' koard, which takes the US5s

“glamging” phencenenon to newe-lesphts ooy, THELHT N
5 : , T et weficek
Ot for the comborts af the lodge — complete with a fulk il i

service Gpa — of The tends (white-canvag pavllbons with Bl bk v

1 - ¥ 5 1k riEykam
hardweod Foors, fireplaces and vast four-poster beds), All

ity can pursie urr'.'n::r].; river r.J.I'I=||Ir-'|. My ﬁ.-:hing and trail
|'i:]|n!__r_ fm the G000 [risting acres :.'.||:::-'.||||]i||g the ranci.

+ Or exchange the wholesome heiphts of Big Sky plains
bow the exothe ones of porchern BOTSWANA - viewed from
the comfors of a fully a|'||1::-ir|h~|:| Fivessstar 'i:ilrg-:'. The Zambezi
Queen (wwn sambesigueen.con frim £L200 per person for g
buar-dloy dtinerery, sharer) cruises the Chobe River along the
banks of Chobe Mational Paek. Expect  feel-good tactor
n:mg with the basury: solar panels |:-H'r-.'i|:|r~ all bt weater aimed
some povwer; propellers and 3 waterjet drive propubsion system have been calibrated by The
205 owner, a former engineer, to do minimal damae: to

the riverbed; and the twice-dally game viewing
exrursinns = whet her from a speedboat or Land Crogser

ﬂn'.p'euhm:: thee congervatiom .:|:1|u;|.‘.. +
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