
travelista
WanderwomanMariaShollenbarger fast-tracks
Internationalintelligenceonwhere

to beandwhat
to see.

Aboye : Maison

Moschino in Milan is

true to theaesthetic

of fashiondesigner

FrancoMoschino.

howtospendit.com

4-

Theresoundingsuccess of Sir
TerenceConran' s BoundaryRestaurant

,

Rooms
& Rooftop in Shoreditchwas

inevitablygoing to occasionthearrival of

otherbuzzyhotels
to thefartherreaches

of EASTLONDON . Here' s
thefirst to

give it a runforitsmoney : TownHallHotel & Apartments
(

www.townhallhotel.com
; from

£204
)

debuts
at theend of thismonth in BethnalGreen

,

in a defunct1930scivilbuilding
with a painstakingly restoredneoclassicalandEdwardianfrontage ,

andinteriors

reconfigured to house98studiosandapartments sparselyandtastefullyfurnishedwith

originalcontemporaryScandinavianpieces . Thejewel in TownHall '

s crownpromises to

beitsrestaurant
, Viajante ,

whichwillfeature

localchefNunoMendes
(

whohasbeen

delightingintrepid foodiesforthepastyear
at TheLoft

,

hisprivatediningclubon

KingslandRoad
)

at thehelm.

+

MILAN
,

too
,

hasseenthegentrification
of edgyneighbourhoods ,

suchasTortona
,

in partas a result of theannualSalone

InternazionaledelMobile
( April14-19

;

www.

cosmit.it
)

. Theiconoclasticdesignerswho've

popularised theFairhave a provocativenew

place to stay :
MaisonMoschino

(

www.hotel

philosophy.com ;

doubles from-484
)

is
housed

in an1840s trainstationontheVialeMonte

Grappa ,

with65roomsandsuitesdesigned in

firmkeepingwithfashiondesignerFrancoMoschino' s surrealist-absurdist aesthetic . Beds
areupholstered in swathes of crinolinelikeextravagantballgowns ,

andbirchtreesgrow
fromfloor to ceiling in fantasticalcanopies . Should a respitefrom
theswell of Fairattendeesprovenecessary ,

an18th-centuryvilla
ontheshores of LAKECOMOhasjustbecomeavailable to let.
VillaGiuseppina

( www.sjvillas.co.uk ;

-3 ,570perpersonperweek
,

basedon a group of

14
)

sitsonthelake's westernshoreoverlooking
thetown of Bellagio . Sevenbedrooms

,

twolargelivingrooms
,

a

dedicatedfamily floorand a discretespaandsaunaareallthe
work of thedesignteam at Etro . There' s also a Rivayachtand

a

host in theform
of SilvanoGiraldin

,

formermaitre d

' and

manager at LeGavroche in London.

+

In ISTANBUL
,

meanwhile
,

a hotelwithhistory to spare
is making a conspicuouscomeback . PeraPalace

( www.pera

palace.com ; from-250
)

,

built in 1892as a

( veryluxe
) waystationforpassengersonthe

Orient-Express ,

willreopenonthe30th of thismonthwithitsunique-to-Istanbulhybrid

11111?11211!111

Aboye : the

sevenbedroom Villa

Giuseppina onLake

Como
. Below : thebar

at TownHallHotels &

Apartments
,

London.
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Aboye :
a Banyan Tree

Cabo Marquésvilla.

Below : the fine-star
,

eco-conscious barge

Zambezi Queen

cruisestheRiverChobe

in Botswana.

16

of artdeco
,

artnouveau
,

neoclassicalandOttoman
flourishesfullyrestored.

It remains to beseenwhether
it

cancompete at thelevel
of theCiraganPalace

or

theFourSeasonsBosphorus ,

butitslocation in Beyoglu an
electricmix of boutiques ,

cafés
andloungesstilljuxtaposed
withtheoddgrittykebabstand

is assuredlyitscallingcard.

+

Therehasbeen
"

conspicuouscomeback
"

in the
airfor a couple of yearsnow in ACAPULCO

,

which
in yourmother' s dayfarsurpassed

boththeCostaCareyesandtheRivieraMayaforglamour (

nowclimbingout of thebuche
declineintowhich it slidforthebetterpart of the1980sand1990s

)

.
In

a noteworthyvote
of confidence

, BanyanTreeCaboMarqués
( www.banyantree.com ;

from$762
) opened

sometwoweeksagojust at theedge of town . The
all-villaresortreplicatesthemodelthat' s served
it sowellontheRivieraMaya namely ,

a

pitch-perfectmarriage of austerelyelegantAsian

designandhospitalitystandardswiththe
warmthandcolourthattypifyMexico.

Thoseforwhom a destination'
s coolness

quotientfallssquarelyunderthe "

Couldn' t Care
Less

"

headingmightprefertheAmericanWest
withitsperenniallyappealingassets of space ,

cleanairandmajesticnature
. In MONTANA

,

all
areexploited to thefullest at TheRanch at Rock
Creek

(

www.theranchatrochcreek.com
; from$825per

personsharing , fullboard
)

,

whichtakestheUS' s

"

glamping
"

phenomenon to new-heights luxury.
Optforthecomforts of thelodge completewith

a

fullservicespa or thetents
(

white-canvaspavilionswith
hardwoodfloors

, fireplacesandvastfour-poster beds
)

. All
guestscanpursuearchery,

riverrafting , flyfishingandtrail
_ridingonthe

6 ,000pristineacressurrounding theranch.
? Orexchangethewholesomeheights of BigSkyplains

fortheexoticones of northernBOTSWANA viewedfrom
thecomfort of

a fullyappointed five-starbarge . TheZambezi

Queen
( www.zambeziqueen.com ; from£1 ,200perpersonfora

two-dayitinerary , sharing )

cruisestheChobeRiveralongthe
banks of ChobeNationalPark . Expect a feel-good factor

alongwiththeluxury : solarpanelsprovideallhotwaterand
somepower ; propellersand

a water-jetdrivepropulsionsystemhavebeencalibratedbyThe

ZQ's owner
,

a
formerengineer ,

to dominimaldamage to

theriverbed
;

andthetwice-daily gameviewing
excursions whether from a speedboat or LandCruiser

emphasisetheconservationaspect.

Formore international intelligence
fromMaria Shollenbarger ,go to

Travelistaonhowtospenditcom

aliarme : TheLoft at

TheRanchat Rock

Creek
,

Montana
,

is

housed in a converted

19th-centurybarn.

howtospendit.com
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