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The African Safari, Reinvented

Beyond the game drive, new ways to experience this classic trip. | By COLLEEN CLARK

HE MODERN SAFARI model generally goes some-
thing like this: Flv in, bump around in a jeep, photo-
graph the Big Five, have a sundowner, fly home. But

there’s more to a good safari than an album full of
elephant pictures. The following camps are redefining the
experience, opening up previously unseen landscapes, improv-
ing conservation efforts, providing more meaningful cultural
interactions, and generally making things more interesting.
Mountain biking with wildebeest, anyone?
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As tourists crowd popular parks such as
Kenya’s Masai Mara and Tanzania’s Ngorongoro Crater,
innovative safari companies are forging new frontiers, and while
they’re at it, protecting wildlife populations in previously at-risk
areas. On the forefront is southern Tanzania’s Lukula Selous, a
nonhunting camp set on a reserve zoned for big-game hunting
(ves, shooting big game remains a legal—and lucrative—practice
in Tanzania). The camp pays the Tanzanian government the hefty
fees thart it would otherwise receive from allowing the land to



