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The lure
of luxury

Sue Bryant finds lots of added extras
and big discounts at the top end

here has never been a
better time to splash out
on a luxury cruise. The
five-star cruise lines are
feeling the pinch and to
compensate, they have
launched one spectacular offer after
another, a move likely to tempt many
passengers currently travelling on
four-star ships to step up into a more
rarefied world.

The difference between a “luxury”
ship, which is how most cruise lines
now describe their products anyway,
and an “ultra-luxury” vessel, is subtle.

What gives truly luxurious cruise
lines the edge is the little things, The
waiter will carry your breakfast plate
from the buffet to your seat and bring
you cappuccino made from freshly
ground coffee. Orange juice will be
freshly squeezed. The bartender will
know how many ice cubes you like in
your gin and tonic and the dining
room waiters will know your name
from the first day.

There is no queueing for anything;
if the ship is at anchor, the tender ser-
vicé ashore will be continuous rather
than every half hour. Chilled towels
and refreshments are waiting every
time you walk up the gangway. If you
book a shore excursion, nobody will
make you wear a sticker with a coach
number on it.

A luxury cruise does not come
cheap, of course, and you can expect

to pay in excess of £2,000 a week to
live the good life at sea. What has
changed in these tough economic
times is what is included.

Crystal Cruises, the only luxury line

not to offer an all-inclusive product, is
lavishing spending credit on every
customer. A 15-night South American
Splendour voyage along the Amazon
and the South Atlantic coast from
Manaus to Buenos Aires on Crystal
Svmphony, departing December 5,
costs from £5,857 a person. This in-
cludes flights, a deluxe stateroom, all
meals and soft drinks, with the bonus
of $1,000 (£612) on-board credit.

Regent Seven Seas Cruises, which is
all-inclusive, has thrown in free shore
excursions on all cruises next year
Many voyages also come with a £500
discount and a free flight — if you
book a certain cabin grade the flight
will be upgraded fo business class.

For example, a 14-night voyage on
the all-suites Seven Seas Mariner from
Venice to Istanbul, departing May 28,
costs from £4,755 a person including
flights, all-inclusive accommodation
and shore excursions,

Yachts of Seabourn has some re-
markable offers too, although it does
not dish out spending credit like its
competitors. Instead, look out for
last-minute reductions; an 18-day
voyage from Dubai to Singapore on
the 208-passenger Seabourn Pride,
departing November 17, costs £3999

per person in a suite, all-inclusive
(cruise-only). This works out at £222
a day — amazing value, given the
standard of service and food.
SeaDream Yacht Club, which has
two five-star yachts carrying 112 pas-
sengers each, works on a similar basis,
with big discounts on brochure prices.
For example, you can pick up a week
sailing from San Juan to Antigua,
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departing February 7, for $2,199 a
person, all-inclusive  (cruise-only),
with food and service that is hard to
beat anywhere at sea or ashore. This
represents a 66 per cent discount.

A better cabin on a mid-market
ship is worth considering too, particu-
larly for those who like plenty of
evening entertainment and the buzz
of a big ship. The suites on Celebrity
Cruises’ elegant ships are extremely
luxurious, with butler service, a whirl-
pool bath and a baby grand for enter-
tainment. The new Yacht Club on
MSC Cruises’ biggest ships offers
smart staterooms, butlers, a separate
pool and lounge — and you still get
all the amenities of a big, lively vessel.
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